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No Spirit-filled man is afraid of losing his position in a Spirit-filled 

Church. Where the Church is conceived to be no more than an institution, 

nd : then every man honored by a place on the hierarchical totem pole will 

nt. seek to preserve his treasured niche, or to secure a higher one. Then 

ev- he will look for a technique for survival, and over the years imposed 

nal ce conformity has been the one most frequently employed by the largest 

her | number. 

ful 

, is e If the Church is to prosper spiritually she must have spiritual 

for leadership, not leadership by majority vote. It is highly significant 

eS that when the apostle Paul found it necessary to ask for obedience 
among the young churches he never appealed to them on the grounds 

ke that he had been duly elected to office. He asserted his authority as 
an apostle appointed by the Head of the Church. He held his position 
by right of sheer spiritual ascendency, the only earthly right that should 
be honored among the children of the new creation. 

ner In the church or denomination where the Holy Spirit is in con- 

_ trol ... the rank-and-file soldiers of the King will recognize their 

i true leaders; they will be the ones not with the epaulets on their 

— shoulders but with the oil on their foreheads. 

0s- & —from “Conformity, A Snare in Religion” 

— a8 The Alliance Witness 
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Dr. Bell’s article, beginning on p. 5, 
is the substance of messages delivered 
both at the Journal meeting on Aug. 
10 and during the Montreat Bible Con- 
ference. It has been set up in tract 
form and is available from the Journal 
office in Weaverville. Order “Prot- 
estant Distinctives and the American 
Crisis,” 30c doz., $2.00 hundred. 





And speaking of reprints, due to 
numerous requests the two articles 
by the same title, “He Descended In- 
to Hell,” have been reprinted and are 
available in tract form: 

“He Descended Into Hell,” by Wm. 
C. Robinson, 20c doz., $1.50 hundred. 


“He Descended Into Hell,” by G. 
Aiken Taylor, 35c doz., $2.50 hundred. 





We are under the impression that 
increasing numbers of adult Sunday 
School classes are engaging in serious 
systematic Bible study. Someone re- 
cently sent us a sample lesson sheet 
prepared for a local class. There were 
pointed questions on Bible content and 
well organized assignments requiring 
the use of a Bible dictionary and con- 
cordance. We are encouraged by the 
trend and commend the practice to 
adult classes everywhere. 





We are indebted to a contributor 
who wishes to remain anonymous for 
the following true story: Enos had 
been carrying on a lucrative business 
for ten years. The business consisted 
of swiping chickens from the com- 
munity and then peddling the pilfered 
fowl from door to door. Finally 
caught he was hailed into court. Duly 
convicted, he stood to be sentenced. 
The judge, who had known him many 
years asked, “Enos, before I sentence 
you I want you to tell the court just 
how you managed to avoid getting 
caught for ten years.”’ The old man 
drew himself up. “Waal, Judge, now 
I could tell you. But you better stick 
to Law whar you’se familiar.” 





The cartoon on p. 6 is by Mr. A. W. 
Wilhelm, artist and retired art teacher 
now living in Black Mountain, N. C. 
You can expect to see Mr. Wilhelm’s 
work again in these columns. 





— 
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News ROUNDUP 











JAPAN — Not long ago we received 
an invitation to a wedding, worded 
much the way invitations are at home, 
except that this one was all in Jap- 
anese. The incident brought a special 
thrill because it meant that we were 
to witness a Christian wedding in 
Japan. To you, in America, this might 
not seem unusual, but here in Japan 
it is a time of real rejoicing, because 
it is the beginning of a Christian home. 


So often, in the life of the Church, 
we see young girls come to a wonder- 
ful knowledge of the Savior, only to 
have the blow fall: coming, often from 
non-Christian homes, they find them- 
selves committed to marriage with an 
unbeliever. The marriage was ar- 
ranged by the parents and they have 
no say whatever about it, unless they 
are willing to cut all ties with their 
family; and not many young girls are 
willing to do that, so early in their 
Christian experience. 


The wedding ceremony was also a 
service of worship. The congregation 
sang hymns, there were Scripture 
readings which the congregation fol- 





Son Of Catholic Taken 
From Canadian Parents 


WINNIPEG, Manitoba —(RNS)— 
Justice W. G. Ferguson of the court 
of Queen’s Bench ruled here that five- 
year-old Bobby Hallas, baptized a Cath- 
olic, must be taken from the Protes- 
tant parents who have raised him since 
he was a baby and handed over to 
the Children’s Aid Society. 


Under Manitoba law, only Catholic 
parents can adopt Catholic children. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Hallas, 
have indicated a desire to become 
Catholics themselves if they can get 
the boy back. 


The foster parents, who with their 
other children vanished for several days 
rather than surrender the boy, burst 
into tears when Justice 
handed down his ruling. 


The boy was immediately handed 
over to the CAS, which said that a 
permanent home has been found for 
him with a Roman Catholic family. 
Bobby’s unmarried mother was a Ro- 
man Catholic. 


however, 


Ferguson 


lowed in their own Bibles, and prayers. 
Pictured below is perhaps the most 
unusual part of the service. The 
wedding party is standing to one side 
after the ceremony, joining the con- 
gregation in a hymn sing. 


—Mrs. Harold Borchert 





American at W.C.C. 
Hits Youth Demands 


ST. ANDREWS, Scotland — Actions 
of young people at the recent First 
Ecumenical Youth Assembly showed 
evidence of “disregard for sober think- 
ing and deep tradition,” an American 
representative at the annual meeting 
of the World Council of Churches cen- 
tral committee charged. 


Professor Georges Florovsky of Har- 
vard University’s Divinity School made 
the observation as the committee con- 
sidered the Assembly’s “urgent” re- 
quest for more progress toward inter- 
communion. The youth had asked that 
the WCC “not come to a standstill in 
this most urgent task.” 


The Harvard professor said he was 
distressed by the impatience of the 
group at the Lausanne assembly. He 
said he felt it better not to comment 
on inter-communion, because “it will 
compel us to reveal our deep differ- 
ences,” 


After an expression of divergent 
views, the WCC committee reaffirmed 
its position favoring separate Com- 
munion services in local churches for 
participants in ecumenical conferences. 





Germany’s Largest Tent 
Erected for Crusade 


ESSEN, Germany — (RNS) — The 
largest tent ever erected in Germany 
has been raised here for American 
Evangelist Billy Graham’s scheduled 
six-day campaign in this West German 
industrial center, Sept. 10-16. The 
tent seats over 20,000 people. 


Under auspices of the Evangelical 
Alliance in Germany, Mr. Graham al- 
so is scheduled to address several mass 
rallies in Hamburg, Sept. 18-24, and 
Berlin, Sept. 26-Oct. 2. During his 
last visit to Germany in 1955, the 
American evangelist attracted 230,000 
persons in a one-week campaign. About 
10 per cent of those attending the 
rallies reportedly made “decisions for 
Christ.” 
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Study Of ‘Infiltration’ 
Lauded By Quaker Unit 


RICHMOND, Ind. — (RNS) — The 
American Friends Service Committee, 
world-wide Quaker welfare agency, has 
agreed to study and correct “mis- 
takes,” following allegations that the 
AFSC had been infiltrated by “very 
pink” admirers of Communism. 


The Indiana Yearly Meeting of the 
Society of Friends, headed by Dr. D. 
Elton Trueblood, noted professor of 
philosophy at Earlham College here, 
said it was pleased that the AFSC 
will undertake the self-examination. 


“The AFSC has done an outstanding 
humanitarian work,” Dr. Trueblood 
told the Indiana Meeting. “But per- 
sons who believe in peace at any price 
and are strong admirers of the Com- 
munistic system have been able to 
work their way into the committee.” 


Dr. Trueblood said that the Friends 
had received many complaints about 
a youth camp near here sponsored by 
the committee last June. He said the 
complaints alleged that high school 
youths were told that the Russian 
system was better than the democratic 
way of life and the U. S. was 
responsible for the attack on Pearl 
Harbor that started World War II. 
(See Editorial, “Quakers”, p. 11). 





Youth Warned Against 
‘Religion in General’ 


NORTHFIELD, Minn. — (RNS) — 
A warning against the “religion in gen- 
eral” attitude prevailing in this coun- 
try was sounded by the keynote speak- 
er here opening the convention of the 
International Luther League federation 
of the Lutheran Free Church (LFC). 


Dr. Merton P. Strommen, Minnea- 
polis, LFC youth director, said the 
temptation is to follow a God who is 
“understandable and manageable — a 
package God.” 


This God of religion in general, he 
explained, “is on our side to give us 
privileges but asks no sacrifice — no 
cross.” What is needed, said Dr. 
Strommen, is the wisdom and knowl- 
edge of Scripture which enables us to 
“recognize not only the press of pa- 
ganism around us, but also the conflict 
that comes from within.” 





Apart from Christ I have no hold 
on God at all.—Thomas Chalmers. 





Vacation Daze 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)— 
The Postal Service News, official 
publication of the U. S. postal serv- 
ice, reported that the following in- 
cident occurred at the post office 
at Petersburg, Va. 

A vacationer approached the 
stamp window and said, “ I want a 


stamp.” 


“What denomination?” 
clerk. 


asked the 


‘Methodist,’ responded the pa- 
tron. 











Governor’s Position 
On Betting Is Lauded 


TRENTON, N. J.—(RNS) Gov. Rob- 
ert B. Meyner was praised by the head 
of the Lord’s Day Alliance of New 
Jersey for promising his administra- 
tion’s opposition to any new harness 
tracks in the state with parimutuel 
betting. 


At the same time, the Rev. Samuel 
A. Jeanes of Merchantville in a letter 
urged the governor’s support in seek- 
ing passage of current legislation to 
reduce the number of possible tracks 
to the number now in operation. He 
assured the governor that “as in for- 
mer years” Protestant church groups 
in Hudson, Burlington and Mercer 
Counties would be mobilized to oppose 
four applications for tracks at an up- 
coming hearing. 


“For a good many years business, 
civic and church groups have found it 
necessary to oppose these applications 
for new tracks,” Mr. Jeanes wrote. 
Two bills designed to reduce the num- 
ber of tracks have been introduced, 
one in the Assembly and the other in 
the Senate. 





Doorknob Drive Slated 


NEW YORK, N. Y. — Young adult 
Lutherans are planning a nation-wide 
“doorknob” campaign through which 
millions of Americans would receive 
personal invitations to make Thanks- 
giving a day of prayer. Thousands of 
young adults, using materials provided 
by the American Lutheran Publicity 
Bureau, will take a leaf from the book 
of both the Young Democrats and the 
Young Republicans, and conduct more 
than 5,000 door-to-door neighborhood 
campaigns. 





Graham Sees Religion 
As Issue In Election 


MONTREUX, Switz. — (RNS) — 
Evangelist Billy Graham said here that 
religion in the United States Presiden- 
tial campaign “will definitely be a 
major issue, whether we like it or not.” 


In Montreux for preliminary meet- 
ings for rallies he will hold soon in 
Switzerland and Germany, Dr. Gra- 
ham said he believed the religious is- 
sue “will go much deeper than in 
1928,” when New York Gov. Alfred 
E. Smith, a Roman Catholic, was de- 
feated for the Presidency. However, 
Dr. Graham added, the issue would not 
be as vocal as it was in 1928. 


The evangelist said he intends to 
stay out of politics and will not dis- 
cuss the issue “except to say that I 
am opposed to all forms of religious 
bigotry and intolerance.” 





Wesleyans View Election 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (RNS) — Op- 
position to the election of a Roman 
Catholic as President of the U. S. was 
expressed in a resolution adopted here 
by delegates to the annual Georgia 
Conference of the Wesleyan Meth- 
odist Church of America. 


Wesleyan Methodists number about 
50,000 throughout the country and 
750 in Georgia. 





Christian Endeavorers 
Hold Area Conference 


MEXICO CITY, Mex:eo — More 
than 1,000 Christian Endeavorers from 
the Americas, the islands of the Pa- 
cific and Asia (except India) partici- 
pated in the third Pacific Area Con- 
ference of the World’s Christian En- 
deavor Union here. The theme of the 
gathering, held in the newly-complet- 
ed Prince of Peace National Presby- 
terian church, was “Christ, the Light 
of the World.” 


In his keynote address Dr. Danie! 
Poling, president of the World’s Union, 
said, “Christian Endeavor world-wide 
and interdenominational since its or- 
ganization nearly 80 years ago has 
enrolled uncounted millions of young 
people of all races, colors, tongues 
and social conditions. It is and al- 
ways has been deeply evangelical, pur- 
posefully missionary and evangelistic, 
and completely loyal to Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior.” 
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Thoughts on the “religious issue”: 


immediate and long-range implications.—Ed. 


Protestant 


Distinctives 


(The following is the text of an 
address given at Montreat on August 
21st, 1960.) 


If a Roman Catholic is elected 
President of the United States in No- 
vember, he will have to be elected by 
Protestants. 


As one views the situation, one is 
convinced that within the Protestant 
Church today many have lost a con- 
cern with history and with our Prot- 
estant heritage. 


Even more alarming is the fact that 
there is abroad today an indifference 
to existing realities and a pseudo- 
tolerance which is not tolerance at 
all, but ignorance. 


It is not intolerance to face facts, 
nor is it intolerance to relate those 
facts to their effect on our nation. 
Furthermore this is not a_ personal 
matter. 


The condemnation of any candidate 
because of his personal religious af- 
filiation is neither worthy nor wise. 
Over the years our Presidents have 
come from a widely divergent back- 
ground: Episcopalian, Baptist, Presby- 
terian, Methodist, Disciples of Christ, 
Unitarian, Reformed, Quaker, and 
others. 


Their religion did not create a 
“religious issue.””’ That the “religious 
issue” now confronts our nation is not 
the fault of any candidate, but be- 
cause the Roman Catholic Church is 
itself a temporal state, as well as a 
Church, and it regards the wielding 
of temporal power as a vital part of 
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Not a question of one man’s faith but of 


American 
Crisis 


DR. L. NELSON BELL 


its responsibility. That the Roman 
Catholic Church is both a Church and 
a temporal State is not any candi- 
date’s fault but it is a fact and the 
Vatican exchanges ambassadors with 
the leading nations of the world, our 
nation one of those excepted. 


Whereas the First Amendment to 
our Constitution affirms religious lib- 
erty, the Roman Catholic interpreta- 
tion of this Amendment is to live 
with it and effect its change when 
possible. 


In other words, we are confronted 
by a “religious issue,” not because of 
a candidate himself, but because of a 
System to which he belongs and of 
which he is a part—unless he re- 
pudiates that System, and this he has 
not done and cannot do. 


To say there is no “religious issue” 
is to evade a fact, for the Church 
of Rome, as a Church and as a tem- 
poral State, engages in political and 
secular matters as a part of her in- 
herent nature and policy. 


All of us have friends and neigh- 
bors of the Catholic or Jewish faiths 
to whom we are deeply devoted at 
the personal level. As Protestant 
Christians we love, have social fellow- 
ship with, honor and respect those of 
other faiths, and count many of them 
as personal friends. And, where 
Roman Catholics truly accept Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God and per- 
sonal Savior, we recognize them as 
fellow Christians, despite the many 
doctrinal and ecclesiastical evils to 
which their Church is a party. 


PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / SEPTEMBER 14, 1960 


distinctives so clear that they them- 


But we will be woefully negligent 
if we fail to take past and present 
history into account. Our Roman 
Catholic friends are themselves often 
totally ignorant of the System of 
which they are a part. Blind allegi- 
ance, fostered ignorance, and most of 
all, the long-range plans of the Sys- 
tem, keep many of these good people 
in the dark about the full claims and 
actions of the hierarchy. 


A recent sermon made this obser- 
vation: 

“We have a congenital, historical 
dislike of criticism of any man’s re- 
ligion. Our problem, therefore, lies 
in this: that the institution of Roman 
Catholicism is not a religion, it is a 
political system. There is not the 
disposition on the part of any true 
American or any man who loves de- 
mocracy and religious liberty to attack 
any faith or any religion. But we are 
faced with a political system that like 
an octopus covers the entire world 
and threatens those basic freedoms and 
those constitutional rights for which 
our forefathers died in generations 
past.” 


* * - * * 


On the positive side, what are some 
of those Protestant distinctives which 
are of such importance—historically, 
doctrinally and politically? 


Protestantism was born through 
faith, founded in conviction, sustained 
in adversity, nurtured through Chris- 
tian doctrine and propagated by a 
Spirit-inspired courage. 


Protestantism is characterized by 


selves erected a wall between the 
spiritually free and those ecclesias- 
tically bound. 


Protestantism’s heritage has led to 
the liberation of the heart and mind, 
while at the same time binding the 
total man to the divine revelation 
through Christ as revealed in the 
Scriptures. 


The distinctives of Protestantism 
have been so clear and their effect 
on the world so great that we can 
but view with the gravest misgivings 
any tendency to belittle their validity 
or question their worth and to sub- 
stitute in their stead a spirit of tol- 
erance or indifference which will in- 
evitably lead to allegiance to an 
organization rather than to the su- 
preme headship of Christ for the indi- 
vidual and for the Church. 


When Martin Luther, standing alone 
before the Diet at Worms cried out: 
“Here I stand’ he was not making 
a dramatic appeal to the gallery, but 
an affirmation of his faith which in 
subsequent years was to prove the 
very backbone of Protestantism: 


Confronted by the organization, 
scholarship and power of the Roman 
Catholic Church and ordered to re- 
cant, he said: “Unless I am convinced 
by the testimony of Scripture, or by 
an evident reason (ratione evidente )— 
for I confide neither in the pope nor 
in a council alone since it is certain 
that they have often erred and con- 
tradicted themselves—I am held fast 
by the Scriptures adduced by me, and 
my conscience is taken captive by 
God’s Word, and I neither can nor 
will revoke anything, seeing that it is 
not safe or right to act against con- 
science. God help me. Amen.” 


Four hundred and thirty-nine years 
later, we Protestants in America stand 
in the gravest danger of forgetting 
the liberty which has been ours from 
our national beginning, a liberty which 
rests deep in the written Word of 
God—a liberty free from ecclesias- 
tical tyranny — a liberty which pro- 
duced our own Presbyterian heritage 
through men like John Calvin and 
John Knox—a liberty for which men 
were willing to cross the seas—a lib- 
erty for which men were willing to 
die—because without it life would not 
be worth living. 


I 


One Protestant distinctive centers 
in the final authority of the Bible 
as over against the final authority of 


the Church (its teaching office cen- 
tering in the Pope, and his followers, 
as the seat of revelation and divine 
administration). 


In the former the conscience is free 
to receive and act on the leading of 
the Holy Spirit as He speaks through 
the divinely-inspired Word. 


In the latter there is interposed be- 
tween man and his Maker an organi- 
zation which claims for itself, in- 
dependent of the Holy Scripture, di- 
vine authority and power over the 
minds, consciences and wills of men. 


Two concepts of the Church— 


1. That the Church is in the world 
primarily to witness. 


~ 


2. That the Church is in the world 
to eventually conquer as an ec- 
clesiastical organization. 


The first concept is marked by a 
deep concern with the message: 


“And this gospel of the Kingdom 

shall be preached in all the 
world as a witness—and then 
shall the end come.” 


“And ye shall be my witnesses.” 
Here the emphasis is on the wit- 
nessing to the message of Christ, 
crucified and risen and on faith 
that the Holy Spirit will take that 
message and transform lives. 


The second concept lays greater 
emphasis on the ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion of the Church, and there is an 
ever growing tendency to take to the 
Church greater honor, authority and 
power. 


The latter is the Roman Catholic 
concept — but, there is abroad today 





PROTESTANT CHRISTIANS 
NEED.NO HUMAN INTERCESSORS 
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FOR THERE IS ONE GOD, AND 
MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND 
| MEN.THE MAN JESUS CHRIST 

















within Protestantism a growing phil- 
osophy which elevates the Church. 


In some cases we see the Body ele- 
vated to a parity with the Head — the 
Bride given honor which belongs alone 
to Christ, the Heavenly Bridegroom. 


Worthy of note—Where this, second 
(and I call it a Romanish concept) is 
held by Protestants there seems far less 
concern over the possibility of our hav- 
ing a Roman Catholic for President. 


II 


Another distinctive of our Protest- 
ant heritage affirms the separate 
realms of Church and State, rendering 
unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar’s and unto God the things 
which are God’s. This precludes the 
meddling of the Church, as such, in 
the affairs of the State except by an 
act of humble petition, the influence 
of the Christian citizen himself being 
the channel through which the Chris- 
tian ideal and ethic is implemented 
in society. 


Contrasted to this is the Roman 
doctrine that the State is the tem- 
poral arm of the Church and there- 
fore an agency, per se, of the Church. 


Decrying the doctrine of separation 
of Church and State, the American 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, consisting 
of bishops, archbishops and cardinals 
of the American Church, took action 
and in a statement published in the 
New York Times of November 21, 
1948, declared the concept of sepa- 
ration of Church and State a “shib- 
boleth of doctrinaire secularism” which 
it proposed to work “patiently, peace- 
ably and perseveringly” to change. 


Only recently—May 18, 1960—the 
Vatican City daily, L’Osservatore 
Romano, affirmed in a lead editorial 
the “duty and right to guide, direct 
and correct Catholics in politics”; 
and this right claimed by Rome is 
seen in effect wherever the State 
finds itself directed by those of the 
Roman Catholic faith. 


Once a nation becomes 51% Cath- 
olic, the pressure increases and, as 
the percentage rises in favor of that 
Church, tolerance recedes and oppres- 
sion intervenes. Let those who may 
question this statement ask the Prot- 
estants of Quebec and Montreal and 
Eastern Canada. 


When the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
is able to seize political power in a 
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nation, what happens? Here are a 
few samples: The Constitution of 
Argentina states: “To be eligible to 
the office of President or Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Nation, a person must 
belong to the Roman Catholic Church.” 
The Constitution of Paraguay states: 
“The President of the Republic must 
profess the Roman Catholic religion.” 
The Constitution of Spain states: “To 
exercise the office of Chief of State, 
or King, or Regent, it shall be neces- 
sary to profess the Roman Catholic 
religion.” 


But a tolerant, indifferent or ig- 
norant Protestantism cries out: “Times 
have changed; the distinctives of the 
past are blurred in the realities of 
today.” For the Protestant, this is 
alarmingly true, but for the Catholic 
it is not—for Rome never changes. 


(a) On June 6th of this year Arch- 
bishop Joseph E. Ritter of St. Louis 
issued a directive which reads in 
part: “No student may attend a 
non-Catholic college or university 
unless he or she has obtained writ- 
ten permission. Permission will be 
granted only in individual cases and 
for just and serious reasons.” 


About the same time a Catholic 
priest in Louisville, Ky., upbraided 
one of the librarians at the public 
library for permitting Catholic stu- 
dents to withdraw books from the 
library not approved by the Cath- 
olic Cliurch. 


Even today, where Rome controls, 
there is oppression, bigotry, intoler- 
ance and suppression—all as a part 
and duty of loyalty to a Church and 
a System. 


(b) In California a group of monks 
produce what is reputed to be some 
of the nation’s finest brandy under 
the company name of Christian 
Brothers. It is claimed that as of 
now this organization owes the Gov- 
ernment a million and three-quarters 
dollars in taxes which they refuse 
to pay because it is a “tax free re- 
ligious organization.” 


In the South American nation of 
Colombia, during the past eight years, 
with a government dominated by the 
Catholic Church, it is estimated that 
49 Protestant churches have been de- 
stroyed; 34 Protestant churches have 
been confiscated, and 89 Protestant 
church leaders have been murdered, 
all with no known restraint or protest 
from the Vatican. 


Ill 


Another Protestant distinctive is 
man’s justification by faith alone—a 
doctrine firmly rooted in the Scrip- 
tures and a source of freedom and joy 
as we worship Him who is the Truth— 
the One who has made us free. 


While the Protestant rests his hope 
of salvation solely on faith in the fin- 
ished work of Christ, the Church of 
Rome adds a doctrine of works which 
has included in it the whole of in- 
dulgences. 


Furthermore, denying salvation by 
faith alone, Rome demands conform- 
ity to her interpretation of the Church, 
her doctrines and her disciplines, so 
that we who are outside the bounds 
of that Church are also, in her eyes, 
outside the pale of redemption itself. 


IV 


In the fourth place, one of our 
Protestant distinctives is a firm trust 
in the sole mediatorship of Jesus 
Christ. It is in Him that we believe; 
to Him that we turn; His Name in 
which we pray; His merit which we 
claim; His cleansing which we receive; 
His blood which atones. 


Not only do we believe in the sole 
mediatorship of Christ, but we reject 
as heresy even the thought that be- 
tween God our Father and our own 
sinful selves there can be interposed 
any other than the Son who came to 
reconcile us to God. 


Counter to this basic doctrine of 
Protestantism, Rome interposes popes, 
priests, and the mediatorial offices 
of Mary who in recent years has been 
declared to be immaculate. 


Instead of the Protestant doctrine 
of Christ as Mediator and Redeemer, 
to whom we have access by and in the 
Holy Spirit, we are confronted by 
men—I repeat, men—to whom con- 
fession is made and by whom remission 
of sins is effected. 


Only when Protestantism emerged 
did men enjoy freedom of soul and 
liberty in matters of religion. With 
the Reformation there came the un- 
shackling of the body, mind and spirit 
in the glorious liberty which is man’s 
in Christ. 


As in the past, so today, Rome de- 
mands tolerance only until she herself 
can exercise intolerance; freedom un- 
til she can acquire the power to 
enslave. 


PAGE 7 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / SEPTEMBER 14, 1960 





Today there is an increasing clamor 
that a man’s religion should not be 
taken into consideration in appraising 
his fitness for office. In most cases 
these pleas for the elimination of the 
religious issue come from those cal- 
culated to gain the most—from some 
politicians who seem dominated by a 
spirit of expediency, and from the 
System which is moving heaven and 
earth on behalf of one particular 
candidate. 


This past week I have been in 
Washington. In talking to a number 
of individuals — some men of con- 
siderable prominence and importance 
—I found two elements striving for 
the mastery: (1) A deep concern over 
the trend of events; (2) An under- 
lying fear of reprisals from individuals 
in positions of power who are mem- 
bers of the Roman Catholic Church. 


Protestant Christians need to be 
aware of the intolerance and bigotry 
of a System which recognizes only 
Catholics as Christians and all others 
as heretics; which denies the freedom 
of religious faith in marriage and 
requires the children of mixed mar- 
riages to be brought up in that faith 
regardless of the wishes of the parents. 


Protestant Christians should study 
conditions of ignorance, superstition 
and poverty in those countries—Latin 
America, Portugal, Spain and Italy, 
for instance—where the dominant re- 
ligion is in the hands of the System. 
I speak from first-hand observation, 
not hear-say, for in these countries I 
have seen unbelievably pagan rites 
intertwined with Roman Catholic prac- 
tices, all in the name of the “true 
religion”’. 


Protestant Christians need to evalu- 
ate the claims of anti-Communism in 
the light of the fact that the largest 
and most active Communist party out- 
side of Russia is in Italy—and also 
in the light of the participation of the 
System in the rape of Ethiopia under 
Mussolini. 


Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison has 
recently pointedly brought out the fact 
that the antagonism of Rome to Com- 
munism is in part because of the sim- 
ilarity of their monarchial character 
and structure—on the one hand a 
Communist Dictator, on the other an 
Infallible Pope. One keeps people in 
bondage through fear — the other 
through an imposed ecclesiastical sys- 
tem. Right now America is being 
treated to many news stories purport- 
ing to show the Roman Catholic 





Church as the world’s hope against 


Communism. In many ways we are 
witnessing the conflict of systems 
vastly similar in operation. 


The measure of difference which 
exists between our Catholic friends 
here in America and their coreligion- 
ists elsewhere is an evidence of the 
effect of Protestant concepts on Amer- 
ica as a whole. 


Protestant Christians would be wise 
to take note of the long-range plan- 
ning of the System which has resulted 
in the training of a large number of 
men of that System to become diplo- 
mats at various levels and to fit into 
strategic positions in various govern- 
mental posts with the attending power 
and prestige for the System. 


And finally, Protestants should eval- 
uate protestations of freedom from 
Rome’s domination in the light of 
Rome’s most recent pronouncement 
that she, as a Church, has both the 
right and the duty to interfere in 
the civil affairs of a State—because 
it is her avowed duty to dominate 
both sphere’s of man’s existence. 


For these and many other reasons 
Protestant Christians are confronted 
with what may prove to be the most 
momentous decision they will ever face 
as citizens. The election of Senator 
Johnson as Vice President will mean 
that Senator Mansfield, a Roman 
Catholic, is in line to become Majority 
Leader of the Senate. Mr. John Mc- 
Cormick, another Roman Catholic, is 
Floor Leader of the House. These are 
all good men but this will indicate 
how completely political leadership will 
be in the hands of men whose Church 
has its headquarters in Italy. 


That Rome plans to take the fullest 
advantage of a cohesive Catholic vote 
on the other hand, and Protestant 
tolerance or indifference on the other, 
is a known and documented fact. 
Furthermore, Chairman Paul Butler, 
prior to the Los Angeles Convention, 
stated that the rejection of one par- 
ticular candidate would eventuate in 
a Catholic bloc vote against any other 
candidate chosen . .. a rather sig- 
nificant threat. 


Coupled with the aggressive policies 
of Rome there is abroad in Protestant- 
ism today an exaggerated ecumenism 
in which the concept of the Church 
runs increasingly parallel to Rome. 
This has caused many Church leaders 
to lose their zeal for those Protestant 
distinctives which were once held vital. 
The result is that many voices will be 
muted in the forthcoming months; 


some liberal publications will even pub- 
lish articles calling for a “broader 
approach” to the current issue—the 
result being that while Rome takes 
advantage of every contingency, the 
voice of Protestantism will, by de- 
fault, play directly into her hands. 


It is imperative that we constantly 
distinguish between any personalities 
involved and the System which makes 
this an issue of principle. 


Nor should we at any time permit 
ourselves to be confused or diverted 
by cries of “intolerance,” “bigotry,” 
or “religious prejudice.” It is not 
Protestants who have created the issue 
of principle. The issue is one of his- 
torical fact and of current relevancy. 
We are not against any candidate 
because of his personal religion. Our 
concern is with a System with which 
men are by heritage or choice 
identified. 


The ultimate outcome will depend 
on how well informed, how politically 
astute, how dedicated to historic prin- 
ciples, and how willing to act and 
vote American Protestantism really is. 


These considerations have no ref- 
erence to one particular political party. 





We are here speaking to a matter of 
vital basic principle which holds good 
without reference to party or candi- 
date, and we would express these 
apprehensions regardless of who might 
be involved. 


If the past is forgotten and the 
present ignored, then the future will 
be dominated by a System far removed 
from the faith and freedoms of our 
fathers. 


Protestants must not lose sight of 
those distinctives which are our her- 
itage—distinctives which have their 
source in the authority and integrity 
of the Scriptures and which have 
brought untold blessings across the 
world. We owe it to those who gave 
their all for these precious doctrines— 
to ourselves who have been blessed 
by them, and to our children whose 
freedom can well depend on them— 
to see that with eyes wide open to 
the alternatives we stand like a rock 
and join with Luther, Calvin and 
Knox in affirming: “Here I stand. 


By God’s grace I can take no other 
course.” 





Reprints, 30c doz., $2.00 hundred. 
Order from Weaverville, N. C. 


Controversy 


In matters of controversy we need 
very earnestly to seek the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the special 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Many 
rush in where angels fear to tread, and 
that has brought the whole subject 
into a measure of disrepute. Some 
of us, it may be, have had to disasso- 
ciate ourselves from those with whom 
fundamentally we are in the heartiest 
agreement, because we do not feel that 
their methods are of God. To rightly 
conduct controversy it is necessary 
first of all to have very clear convic- 
tions of truth, and then to examine 
the matter in dispute, as far as pos- 
sible, from all sides. We need also 
to search our own hearts to see that 
there is no selfish interest, or desire 
for self-prominence or advantage of 
any kind. In addition there should be 
an earnest seeking of the grace of 
humility, as well as of the mind of 
Christ in meekness and gentleness. We 
must likewise give credit for any good 
that can be found in our opponent, and 
be careful not to impugn motives 
which only God can rightly determine. 
In short, controversy, like marriage, is 
not to be entered into lightly, but 
prayerfully, in the fear of God and 


under His guidance, submitting our- 
selves entirely to His will, remember- 
ing that the controversy is really His, 
in the first place. At the same time 
we must not shrink from pointing out 
in the plainest and most definite way 
how the statements and actions which 
we are controverting, contravene the 
truth as it is revealed in the Word of 
God. It is the honour of God that is 
at stake, and we must try so to act 
and speak as that He shall be glorified. 
The closing weeks of our Lord’s life 
were largely spent in controversy, and 
so were the closing years of the 
Apostle Paul . . . . We cannot help 
being controversial at times if we are 
going to keep the Faith, for if we 
are silent when Truth is denied or 
distorted, and there is opportunity to 
protest, our silence may well be taken 
as consent. Moreover, to make our 
position clear is necessary for our own 
peace of mind’s sake and the spiritual 
health of our soul. I have kept the 
Faith, said the Apostle — that is, he 
had kept it by proclaiming it plainly 
and fearlessly and by defending it 
against those who would deny it. S. J. 
Henman, reprinted from ETERNAL 
TRUTH, Edinburgh. 
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“QUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Beaufort, S. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
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T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


Jack Gilliland, Mar.-Prop. 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 
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Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 


W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 
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BDIVORTALS 


The Final Word 


“The king’s heart is in the hand 
of the Lord, as the rivers of wa- 
ter: he turneth it whithersoever 
he will.” Prov. 21:1 


The Bible pictures the nations of 
the earth as troubled waters, shifting 
to and fro, unless anchored by faith in 
and obedience to God. 


This characterization has never been 
more true than today, but national 
upheavals now have a far greater ef- 
fect on the world as a whole than was 
ever possible prior to the day of split- 
second communications, nuclear fis- 
sion and inter-continental missiles. 


But hand in hand with world ten- 
sions which now penetrate down to the 
individual level as never before there 
is the reassuring truth that God is 
still Sovereign: He is still the One of 
whom it is written: “Surely the wrath 
of man shall praise thee: the remainder 
of wrath shalt thou restrain.” 


Because ours is the Sovereign God 
the Christian should be an incurable 
optimist — not in the abilities and 
future of unregenerate man, but in 
the sure victory of the Eternal Son 
of God. 


But because Christians should be in- 
telligent and concerned citizens there 


is always the temptation to try to set- 
tle the affairs of the world in our 
own wisdom and strength. This leads 
in itself to added tensions 
fusion. 


and con- 


The concern of the Christian should 
center in a curative, not a punitive 
mission and the cure for the world’s 
ills has already been provided on the 
Cross of Calvary. 


Believing in the Sovereign God, that 
He is able to turn the hearts of world 
leaders as one would turn the rivers 
of water, we should on the one hand 
pray for them while at the same time 
we hold up Christian ideals in our per- 
sonal lives and in our contacts with 
others. 


Humanly speaking there is no so- 
lution for the problems of our world 
and they become more complicated 
and involved as time goes on. 


In such surroundings Christians 
should shine as light in a dark place— 
they should exhibit in their lives the 
savor of the salt which permeates the 
redeemed soul. 


Optimist or Pessimist? It all de- 
pends on where our faith is centered. 
—L. N. B. 


Unbelief In Modern Dress 


For a long time we have insisted 
that Neo-Orthodoxy and its child, 
Ecumenism (viewed as a theology), 
represent no substantial departure 
from the older Liberalism which is now 
declared to be discredited. 


The old Liberalism denied most of 
the doctrines of the Christian Church. 
Neo-Orthodoxy allegedly represents a 
return to the Christian faith. Its most 
vocal modern prophet, Reinhold Nie- 
buhr, has spoken movingly of the his- 
toric Christian doctrines of sin, the 
fall, redemption, the resurrection, etc. 


To Dr. Niebuhr belongs the credit 
for having returned such words to 
popular usage. To him also must be- 


long the blame for having introduced 
the era in which we live an era 
in which the words no longer mean 
what they once did but rather mean 
whatever the speaker means to say 
they mean to him. 


The major contribution of the 
“apostle of modern Protestantism” to 
the theology of our day has been the 
concept of “symbol” — elaborated 
and improved upon, of course, by oth- 
ers. But to Niebuhr, more than to 
anyone else, belongs the doubtful 
credit for the fact that candidates for 
the ministry who cannot subscribe to 
the traditional concepts can neverthe- 
less stand before Church courts and 
declare their faith in those things 











they do not really believe (reinterpret- 
ed, of course). 


In a recent issue of the Saturday 
Evening Post Dr. Niebuhr more near- 
ly said what he has meant to say all 
along than he has said in a long 
while. Speaking of the resurrection 
of Christ, he wrote: 


“Incidentally, most modern Bibli- 
cal scholars take it for granted 
that Christ’s resurrection was not 
a public event in the same sense 
as the crucifixion, but rather a 
spiritual experience of His dis- 
ciples, a symbol of the early 
drama in which both the divine 
mystery and the human situation 
were definitely clarified. The 
resurrection stories, however du- 
bious as records of “public’’ his- 
torical events, are witnesses to the 
fact that the Church, which was 
formed by the inspiration of the 
life and death of the Man Jesus 
of Nazareth, did not regard His 
death as merely the martyrdom 
of a noble man but as a drama in 
which ultimate mysteries about 
God and man were clarified.” 


In our opinion, Dr. Niebuhr has 
finally laid all his cards on the table. 
And in our opinion there is no signifi- 
cant or practical difference in denying 
the resurrection as a doctrine, and ac- 
cepting the resurrection as a doctrine 


but denying it as a real event of his- 
tory. 


A final word to those who are left 
feeling utterly frustrated before the 
almost impossible task of sifting the 
true from the false in modern the- 
ological pronouncements: Look for 
the evidence of a sincere acceptance 
of the miraculous and the _ super- 
natural. 


The disciple of modern, unbelieving 
theology (if he is honest) will affirm 
a doctrine such as the resurrection 
but will deny a doctrine such as the 
virgin birth (although one prominent 
Presbyterian ecclesiastic has written 
that he believes in the virgin birth 
but “not in a physical sense’). He 
will not concede that Daniel actually 
prophesied accurately of the future. 
He will avoid affirming that Lazarus 
was truly dead one moment and alive 
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the next. And he will not connect the 
stampeding herd of swine with the 
healing of the demoniac. 


He will make a point of saying that 
the Bible contains the Word of God 
instead of saying that the Bible is 
the Word of God. (The latest varia- 
tion on this theme is that the Bible 
is a witness and instrument of revela- 
tion rather than revelation itself.) 





Quakers Face Up 
To Charges 


The story of the action taken by 
Indiana Quakers, commending the 
American Friends Service Committee 
for its plans to root out Communist 
sympathizers, deserves careful note. 


So far as we know, the American 
Friends Service Committee is the first 
religious body of any kind to give any 
consideration to the possibility that 
the repeated charges of Communist in- 
filtration of the Churches have any 
foundation in fact. 


All other denominations and co- 
operative bodies have reacted against 
charges of Communist infiltration or 
of Communist sympathies with violent 
denials and such notable vituperation 
as to make one wonder. The Na- 
tional Counci} of Churches is still 
harping on the Air Force Manual issue 
in almost every news release, marshal- 
ling sentiment all across the nation 
against the Armed Forces and demand- 
ing action against the Un-American 
Activities Committee. Not one word 
has come from the NCC (or its sup- 
porters — some within our own de- 
nomination) to the effect that it would 
be willing in any way to examine the 
charges in order to see if they have 
any basis in fact. 


Church groups would do well to 
heed the action of the American 
Friends Service Committee. And that 
goes for the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 





The man protesting against error 
is on the way towards uniting himself 
with all men that believe in truth. 
—Carlyle. 





1 A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


CONTINUALLY OFF BALANCE 


So many phases of American life are 
now subject to the actions and whims 
of the leaders in the Kremlin that we 
find ourselves continually off balance. 


Once the masters of our national and 
international policies we now find our- 
selves constantly on the defensive. 
Once possessing the moral and spiritual 
stamina to take a stand for the right 
and to make it stick we now find our- 
selves shifting from one approach to 
another, and all because we are try- 
ing to do business with the Communist 
world on the basis of mutual respect. 


How can one do business with a 
gangster on his terms? How can a 
nation continually deal with another 
nation when all the time that nation is 
taking advantage of every situation for 
personal and long-range advantage? 
How long can we continue to exist as 
a strong and self-respecting nation 
while practically every consideration of 
national existence is predicated on the 
whims, subversive activities and long 
since mapped out plans for world dom- 
inance by an implacable enemy? 


On every hand we are being out- 
smarted, out-thought, out-planned and 
out-maneuvered by men whose genius 
for disruption and disorder is only ex- 
ceeded by their cunning and satanic 
brilliance in the execution of long 
range and immediately strategic pro- 
grams. 





Festering Sore 
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Should the United States govern- 
ment tomorrow morning break off 
diplomatic relations with Soviet Rus- 
sia it would do more to shatter the 
morale of the Kremlin and show up 
Communism to the world than any- 
thing imaginable. By no _ possible 
stretch of the imagination do these 
gangsters who dominate a good and 
great people deserve the place of un- 
believable leadership and _ political 
strategy which they exercise on the 
world’s stage. 


Let disorders break out in the Congo 
and it is Russia which has the free 
world worried. Let a Castro or some 
other demigogue appear on the scene 
and it is the Communist leaders who 
take over in the wings of the stage. 


If one political party would take 
as an issue the severing of diplomatic 
ties with Russia it would rally to its 
banner a great host of voters who have 
been numbed by a policy of appease- 
ment, wishful thinking and unremit- 
ting retreat. Not only in this country 
but abroad there would be galvanized 
a new hope and a new concept of na- 
tional and international righteousness. 


We have toyed with Communism far 
too long. We have let our interna- 
tional relationships be dominated by 
evil forces which destroy from without 
and erode from within. We seem 
paralyzed by a form of wishful think- 
ing which expresses itself by lending 
money abroad and spending it at home 
to build up “defenses.” 


By one bold stroke we could change 
the course of history. By continued 
wilful ignoring of the facts all about 
us we will some day find it too late— 
the inexorable spread of Communism 
will have engulfed us in the net of 
compromise and inertia. 


We do not believe there is one single 
legitimate reason for continuing to do 
business with Communism, while at 
the same time we believe our present 
course can but lead to national ruin. 





Wait until you hear from God be- 
fore giving up hope for the world. 
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When 
it’s 
time 
{0 


up-date 
your 
WICL 


In the course of the years, many people find it advisable to up-date their wills, 
making changes that have been prompted since the will was originally drawn. 


Frequently, new beneficiaries are added or old bequests altered. Some of the original 
q y; are ] 
beneficiaries may have passed away. 


When you think it is time to up-date your will in the light of changed situations 
or conditions, we hope you will consider making a bequest to the Board of World 
Missions. A substantial amount is received each year from bequests of our church 
members who wish to remember the work of the church in this fine way. 


Any changes in your will should be handled by your attorney. For full information 
about making a bequest to World Missions, write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BoarpD or WorRLD Missions 
PresesyYTeRIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITEO STATES 
Bes Sip ; POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


SANS! Trg 7 
QHZ 
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“To Foreign Misstons a Snare’ 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 25, 1960 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Mieah’s View of True Religion 


Bible Material: Micah 6:1-8 
Devotional Reading: Micah 7:18-20 


In Micah 6:6-8 we have four questions and an answer. 
Let us look at these four questions and then study 
the answer of the prophet. “Wherewith shall I come 
before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God? 
Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, with 
calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with 
thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of 
oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 


These four questions are really one: what does God 
want most in a worshiper? Is it some material sacrifice 
or offering, or is it something deeper? The prophets 
insisted that beneath the gift there must be the right 
sort of life. As Samuel said to Saul; to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 
So the prophet Micah answers these questions by say- 
ing, “He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly 
and to love mercy (kindness) and to walk humbly 
with thy God?” I would like to call this lesson, “Life 
in Three Dimensions:” justice, kindness, and faith. 
The people lacked all three: they were unjust, un- 
kind, unbelieving. 


Let me illustrate what I mean with three simple 
things: a piece of string, a sheet of paper, and a block 
of wood. Stretch the string and you have a straight 
line which represents justice. The sheet of paper 
has two dimensions, and would add kindness. The 
block of wood has all three dimensions, length, breadth, 
and height and would add faith, for we walk with 
God only in real faith. Let us look at these three di- 
mensions in life. 


I. To Do Justly: 
straight. 


“Justice” means to keep life 


1. In our personal lives justice means to be honest 
and fair and square; never to cheat or lie or do any- 
thing crooked. One of the words for sin is iniquity, 
or crookedness. Most of us have some prejudices which 
tangle us up. The Youth’s Companion once said that 
the greatest need of the world was for men who could 
think straight. To think and act straight is justice 
on a personal level. We speak of a “fair-minded” per- 
son. To be just we must think straight and act 
straight. To do justly we must start with our own life. 


2. There is social justice, or justice in relation to 
others; justice between races and classes of people, be- 
tween white and black and brown races. When we 
were in Korea the Japanese ruled that land. It was 


PAGE 13 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / SEPTEMBER 14, 1960 


a common feeling that when a dispute between two 
Koreans was being tried, justice was usually done, 
but when the case was between a Korean and a Jap- 
anese, the Japanese was favored. It is hard to keep 
from having prejudices. America is a melting-pot of 
many races. Do we see that all are treated fairly? 


There is justice between the rich and_ poor, 
and between labor and management. When 
we hire workers do we pay them a fair wage, and when 
we work for a man or a firm do we give an honest 
day’s work? It is a poor rule that does not work both 
ways. If we have money do we treat the poor justly 
and if we are poor do we treat the rich justly? 


3. Justice in our courts. In Israel the judges were 
taking bribes. Is there any of this in our land? Do 
we all stand equally when we stand before a court? 
From what we read in the papers I am afraid that there 
is much injustice. A criminal who has money can 
sometimes “‘pay his way out,” so to speak. I read of 
one noted criminal who was living like a prince. 


4. There is national and political justice. A great 
deal of corruption exists in high places in government 
and congress has to spend lots of time and money in- 
vestigating these scandals. Great political “machines” 
organize in our cities and run things pretty much as 
they please. It is hard to break up these “rings.” There 
are “clean up” programs every once in a while but 
things do not stay clean. When political campaigns 
are on there is so much “mud-slinging” that it is hard 
to get at the truth. When will candidates for office 
be fair in dealing with each other? 


5. Justice between the nations! This has always 
been the sore spot of the world. Strong nations op- 
pressing and conquering small and weak nations. There 
has been so much of this lately that we seem to have 
gotten used to it. We have seen nation after nation 
brought under the control of Russia and virtually re- 
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duced to slavery. We see injustice and oppression in 
the Near East, Middle East and Far East; in Europe, 
(sia, and Africa. I am convinced that this will always 
exist until Christ comes to reign and rule and bring 
righteousness and justice and peace to a_ troubled 
world. 


6. All this reminds us of the need for a final day 
of judgment, when God shall bring every work into 
judgment. The Bible makes it plain that such a day 
is coming. The injustice of the world calls for such 
a day of reckoning. The Lord will stand with a 
plumbline in His hand (the picture which Amos pre- 
sents in 7:7). Yes, a great day of judgment is coming. 
Are we ready for that day to come? 


II. Love Mercy, or Kindness. 


Justice is like a straight line, but life is more than 
a straight line: we need mercy, or kindness, to broaden 
life, give it another dimension. So we illustrate by the 
piece of paper. 


Mercy, or kindness, broadens life: we recognize the 
fact that there are other people in the world. We 
become our brother’s keepers. There was a big dif- 
ference between Cain and Paul. Cain asked God, “Am 
I my brother’s keeper?” Paul said, “I am a debtor, I 
owe the other man something, and I am going to try 
and pay my debt.” How he labored day and night to 
pay that debt! Sometimes people are tempted to say, 
“T have lived an honest life, I have never stolen a penny, 


I have been just in my dealings.” But this is not 
enough. 


Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy. 
We plead with God for mercy: “Have mercy upon me, 
O God, God be merciful to me, a sinner.” If we expect 
God to be kind to us and forgive us, then we must 
forgive our brother. So mercy means forgiveness. How 
often shall I forgive? Not merely seven times, but 
seventy times seven. We pray, “Forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors.” Do we mean that petition 
or think of what it means? All of us owe God far more 
than any man can owe us. 


Kindness means courtesy for “courtesy is to do and 
say the kindest thing in the kindest way.” We like 
to be thought of as gentlemen. Then we must be kind 
to everybody, no matter who they are. We are to do 
good to those who do evil to us: “If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink; for in 
so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.” 
We are to overcome evil with good. 


Kindness means doing good. Jesus went about 
doing good, and we ought to follow in His steps. 
There are many poor people we can help. There are 
many sick people we can visit. There are the bur- 
dened and sorrowful we can comfort. There are the 
unfortunate and discouraged we can lift up. There 
are ignorant people we can teach. There is need for 
kindness every way we turn. We are living in sad and 
tragic days. 


Kindness is putting into practice the latter part of 
the Ten Commandments. It is loving our neighbor 
as ourselves. When Jesus was asked, “Who is my 
neighbor?” He told the story of the Good Samaritan 
and said, “Go and do likewise.” We can find plenty 
of people who are robbed and wounded in body, mind 


and soul. When we minister to them we do it to 
Christ: “Inasmuch as ye did it to one of the least of 
these, my brethren, ye did it unto Me.” 


The world is full of callous and “hard-boiled” peo- 
ple. There is need for Christians who are merciful 
and kind: “Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake 
has forgiven you.” 


Life is far more than a straight line. We need 
justice, it is true, but we need love expressing itself 
in mercy and kindness. 


Il. “Walk humbly with thy God:” Faith. 


Here is a fine definition of faith, the third dimension 
of a good life. We need justice and kindness, but 
above all else, we need God, and faith is the link that 
binds us to God. God is the biggest and best thing 
in the good life. 


Faith is very important in secular affairs, in our 
worldly affairs. The whole fabric of human society 
falls apart when there is no faith. This is true of the 
home: you cannot have a real home without faith. It 
is true in the business world, in society, in our nation 
and in international affairs. The real reason for the 
tension in the world is lack of faith in God and con- 
sequently, lack of faith in one another. We feel that 
we cannot trust the leaders in Communist countries. 
The world looks like it is about to fall to pieces be- 
cause of lack of faith. We have been fooled so often 


that we simply cannot believe the word of Russia or 
China. 


Now God has made faith the very foundation of the 
Christian religion. “He that comes to God must be- 
lieve that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those 
that seek Him.” The greatest of all sins is unbelief. 


This faith must be an Humble Faith: “ ... walk 
humbly with thy God.” When we see the greatness 
of God there is no false pride left in us: “God resists 
the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Humble your- 
selves, therefore, under the mighty power of God.” 


This faith is an Active Faith: it is no dead faith. 
It means walking with God. Abraham had this sort 
of faith when he left his home to sojourn in the land 
of Canaan. Enoch had this sort of faith when he 


walked with God, and went home without dying, for 
God took him. 


It is an Obedient Faith, for we walk with God. We 
do not follow our own way, but His way. Abraham 
obeyed as well as believed; in fact his faith was proved 
by his obedience. 


Faith is the “third dimension.” It reaches up and 
lays hold upon God. Do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with thy God: This is true religion. 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR SEPTEMBER 25, 1960 





The Kingdom of God 


Suggested Opening Hymns— 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 
“He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought!” 
Scripture—John 18:28-37 
Note to Program Leader: 


(This is the fourth and final study of important 
words and terms, in which we endeavor to find new 
meanings for our daily lives. In this part of the world, 
we know very little about kingdoms, so we will have 
to move rather carefully. As a part of your own intro- 
duction, look up the word “kingdom” in the dictionary, 
and report its meaning to the group. Be sure each 
person has a Bible.) 


Program Leader: 


Do you know what the Kingdom of God is? As a 
matter of fact, do you know what a kingdom is? Here's 
what the dictionary says . (Give what you have 


found.) We might say that a kingdom is a king’s 
dominion. (Write this on a chalkboard if one is 
available.) It takes two things to make a kingdom— 


a king and some people, with the king exercising do- 
minion, or rule, over the people. Also, a kingdom 
is orderly rather than chaotic, which is to say that 
there is some system in the way it runs. The one 
thing to remember about a kingdom is that the king 
rules absolutely. This form of government is con- 
siderably different from our own. If the king is good, 
then the kingdom will be a good place to live, but if 
the king is not good, the people will not enjoy living 
in the kingdom. 


Let us now discuss specifically the Kingdom of God. 
First Speaker: 

You have just heard it said that the main thing about 
a kingdom is that there is a king. This has special sig- 
nificance for the Kingdom of God, for it makes this 


kingdom a completely different kingdom from all the 
rest. God is the king, or as the Bible puts it, Christ 





Dedicated to the Highest Ideals of 
Christian Scholarship 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, $. C. 











PAGE 15 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / SEPTEMBER 14, 1960 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Guest Writer: 
REV. LOREN V. WATSON 
Appalachia, Va. 


is the king, which is another way of saying the same 
thing, since Christ is God. 


Well, what about this king? What is He like? Con- 
cerning His human birth, the Bible says He was born 
of a virgin in a lowly stable. He grew up like any boy 
would, except that He did not get into trouble, for 
He was without sin. He was baptized by John the 
Baptist. But we do not have one single clue as to 
what He actually looked like. 


Let us look up a few verses to see what was said 
about Christ. First let us see what unbelievers said 
about Him. (Have the young people look up these 
references, and tell what they find.) Luke 7:34 (a 
gluttonous man and a winebibber, a friend of pub- 
licans and sinners). Mark 6:3 (carpenter’s son). Mat- 
thew 16:14 (John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or one 
of the prophets) . 


Now let’s see what was said about Him by those 
who believed. John 1:29 (Lamb of God). John 1:1 
(Word of God). Matthew 16:16 (The Christ, the Son 
of the living God). John 20:28 (God). Christ said 
some things about Himself too. Let’s look up some 
of these. John 6:48 (bread of life). John 14:6 (way, 
truth and life). John 15:1 (true vine). Revelation 
1:18 (Alpha and Omega). Mark 14:61-62 (Son of 
God, Son of man). 


His works were unique and different. He performed 
miracles, taught in parables, forgave sins. Finally, He 
went to the cross to die for the sins of His people. Tak- 
ing all this together, we begin to see a little of what 
the King is like. 


Program Leader: 


We said a while ago that a kingdom is made up of a 
king and the people over whom he rules. Who are the 
people in the Kingdom of God? And how does a per- 
son get into the Kingdom? 


Second Speaker: 


Jesus told Nicodemus that it was impossible to see 
the Kingdom of God without being born again, or as 
we say, without being regenerated. God Himself be- 
gets in us a new nature. He does not intend merely 
to patch up. 


This means that the King Himself takes the initiative, 
but it does not mean that we have no responsibility for 
what we do ourselves. Our part is to repent of sin and by 
faith embrace the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and King. 
Repentance is basically an act on our part to turn 
away from sin and self. 


Faith is an act in which we 





So... the 
PASTOR 
asked the 
DEACON... 





0 ae 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE FUTURE FINANCIAL 





SECURITY OF OUR LAY 
PERSONNEL?” 


This pastor realizes that the Church has an 
obligation to help provide future financial security 
for its non-ministerial personnel. 


But in addition, there is this very practical 
consideration. In a competitive employment market 
the offering of some sort of retirement plan is 
essential both for hiring and holding good, depend- 
able employees. Social Security just isn’t enough. 

If lay employees in your local church are not 
covered by the Church’s Employee Annuity Fund, 
you may wish to seriously consider with your Board 


of Deacons this mutually attractive cooperative 
plan. Look into the— 


EMPLOYEES’ 
ANNUITY FUND 


(Send for our New Comprehensive Folder) 
Administered by the 
BoarD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
341-C Ponce deLeon Ave. N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
Chas. J. Currie, Ex. Sec. 
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turn to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
enters this Kingdom. 


Without these, no one 


Program Leader: 


What relation does this Kingdom have to the world: 
People who repent of sin and receive Christ as their 
King still have to live in the world, you know. Is the 
world also in this Kingdom? 


Third Speaker: 


Christ told Pilate in our Scripture reading that His 
Kingdom was not of this world. He means that His 
Kingdom is not grounded in this world’s principles. 
It it not political in significance. It cannot be brought 
in by human effort. 


Furthermore, Christ’s Kingdom is not an improve- 
ment of this world, nor a reconstruction of this world. 
When Christ told Pilate, in verse 36, that His King- 
dom was not “from hence’, He meant that it did not 
originate in human things. 


The throne on which the King sits is in heaven, not 
on earth. His rule is in the hearts of men, governing 
them from within to do the will of God. It is true 
that people who enter the Kingdom of God by the 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been completed and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 





Ist Reader ..................$2.50 4th Reader .................. $3.50 
2nd Reader .._.............$2.75 5th Reader ..................§3.75 
3rd Reader .................. $3.25 6th Reader ................ $4.25 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-9, Rowan, Iowa 
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Income for you— 
Outgo for Christianity 


This folder on Church Extension Annuities tells how 
your gift to the Board purchases a regular annuity 
which pays you an income for life and later serves 
the Church. As pro- 
tection for you, the 
full amount is held 
by the Board through 
your lifetime. And, 
depending on your 
age, you can receive 
up to 7.4% per year 
—regardless of pre- 
vailing business con- 
ditions. Payments to 
you are made semi- 
annually ... an in- 
come for you, now, 
an outgo for Chris- 
tianity later. A gift 
of this nature will be 
a source of real satis- 
faction to you. 





Ask for 
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Write to 
G. B. STRICKLER, Treasurer 
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341-B Ponce deLeon Ave. N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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new birth have to live in this world, but their real 
concern is for the things of their heavenly King. Their 
real purpose becomes the doing of the will of their 
King. Their mission in life is the mission of their 
King. ‘Their strength comes from their King who has 
said that He will always be with those in His Kingdom, 
even to the end of the ages. 


In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray “thy Kingdom come.” 
When we pray, we are asking that it might come in its 
fullness, for in one sense, it has come already. It has 
already been established, but it has not yet become 
what it will eventually be. It keeps on coming, and 
we pray that it may continue to keep on coming. The 
Kingdom of God will reach its highest peak when the 


the Kingdom of God, Christ is the king, and all those 
who have received Him are His subjects, and a part 
of His Kingdom. We are able to enter the Kingdom 


only through the new birth, which is a work of God in 
our hearts. 


This Kingdom is not another of the world’s organiza- 
tions, but rather, has its headquarters in heaven. How- 
ever, some of the subjects of this Kingdom are still 
on earth, and their work as subjects of the heavenly 
King will consist of doing the will of the King, what- 
ever that may be. And then, when the King, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, returns to earth, the fullest aspects of 


the blessings of being in the Kingdom will finally be 
realized. 











King, the Lord Jesus Christ, comes again. 


Program Leader: 


Now let me tie together some of these loose ends. 
A kingdom is made up of a king and his subjects. In 


Program Leader: 


(Lead in prayer, or call on one of the other young 


people to do so. 


for the Lord Jesus Christ who died to make it possible 
for all who will receive Him, to enter in.) 


Thank God for His Kingdom, and 








1961 CONFERENCE DATES 
ANNOUNCED FOR MONTREAT 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Dates of 
1961 Montreat conferences were an- 
nounced in the 1960 season’s last 
weekly bulletin. 


Included are the following assem- 
bly-wide meetings: Church School Ad- 
ministration, June 22-25; First Sum- 
mer School for Leaders, June 24-30, 
Second Summer School for Leaders, 
July 1-7; Adult Strategy and Directors 
of Christian Education, July 7-12; Mu- 
sic, July 13-19; Women’s Advisory 
Council, July 15-20; Women, July 20- 
at. 

World Missions, July 27 - Aug. 2; 
Church Extension, Aug. 3-9; Board of 
Directors, Aug. 9; Stated Clerks, Aug. 
10-11; Office of Adult Education, Aug. 
10-12; Bible, Aug. 13-27; Ministers’ 
Wives, Aug. 15-17; Christian Action, 
Sept. 1-4. 





ASSEMBLY’S YOUTH UNIT 
ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 

BANNER ELK, N. C. — Paul Marz 
of Lake Placid, Fla., is the new mod- 
erator of the Assembly’s Youth Coun- 
cil. He was elected to that post and 
Gerry MacPherson, Harlingen, Tex., 
was named stated clerk at the coun- 
cil’s annual meeting here. Attending 
were 19 representatives of the Senior 
High Fellowship and 16 representatives 
of the Westminster Fellowship. 


Officers named by the Westminster 
Fellowship section of the council are: 
Bert Keller of Birmingham, Ala., pres- 
ident, and Robert Bruce Douglass of 
Aberdeen, South Dakota (a student at 
William and Mary College), stated 
clerk. The SHF president is Jack 
Greene of Union, S. C., and Nancy 
Morton of Slab, W. Va., is stated clerk. 


In cooperation with the United 
Christian Youth Movement, the high 
school youth plan to undertake spe- 
cial studies on such topics as inter-de- 
nominational communion, the Christian 
attitude toward driving and the Chris- 
tian approach to international affairs. 





LETTER FROM MODERATOR 
CALLS FOR PRAYER, WORK 


ATLANTA, Ga. — General Assem- 
bly Moderator Marion A. Boggs, in 
an “open letter to Presbyterians,” has 
called on every member of the denom- 
ination to work and pray so that the 
1961 “Presbyterian Mission to the Na- 
tion” will be the “greatest evangelistic 
victory our beloved Church has ever 
known!” 


He wrote: “Now we must mobilize 
our total membership — ministers, 
elders, deacons, Men-of-the-Church, 
the Women of the Church, Church 
School teachers, Bible classes, choir 
members, ushers —— every Presby- 
terian. Individually and collectively 
we must meet our responsibility to 


the nation and justify our existence 
as a body of Christian believers. 


“The Evangelistic Mission to the 
Nation will be carried out during the 
first three months of 1961, but ad- 
equate preparation beforehand is im- 
perative. I am therefore calling upon 
every Presbyterian to give his full 
and enthusiastic and prayerful support 
to the Evangelistic Cavaleades that 
will visit 90 cities during the first two 
weeks in October.” 


Dr. Boggs also noted that Evan- 
gelism as the major theme of the 
Church Centennial “will unify our 
Church as no other, and in the work 
of Evangelism all our differences will 
be relatively unimportant.” 





KX-MISSIONARY ADDED 
TO FACULTY AT AUSTIN 


AUSTIN, Texas — A former mis- 
sionary to Chile, Dr. Donald R. Fletch- 
er, will join the Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary faculty this fall. 
Since 1956 he has been in Mexico 
City as commission representative of 
the Commission on Ecumenical Mission 
and Relations of the United Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. A. 


At Austin Dr. Fletcher will be re- 
sponsible for the Presbyterian Bible 
Chair classes at the University of 
Texas. He is the son of missionary 
parents and attended schools in Korea. 
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He holds the A.B., Th.B. and Ph.D. 
degrees from Princeton. 





MISSIONARIES WELCOMED 
BY ‘REJOICING’ CONGOLESE 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. American 
missionaries returning to Congo have 
reported that the Congolese welcomed 
them back “with much rejoicing.” 





Nineteen Presbyterian U. S. medical, 
educational, agricultural and evan- 
gelistic missionaries re-entered the 
new African nation in mid-August. 
All but one of the Church’s mission- 
ary force in Congo, which numbered 
103 when violence broke out, were 
forced to evacuate, by American con- 
sular advice. The Rev. Alex Mc- 
Cutchen remained behind in Leopold- 
ville, the capital, to work with the 
United Nations’ World Health Organi- 
zation and the Congo Protestant Coun- 
cil in setting up emergency medical 
facilities. Two other Presbyterian U. 
S. missionaries, Dr. and Mrs. J. Tins- 
ley Smith, Jr., were soon able to re- 
turn to join him in that work. 


First word from the group, after 
their re-entry, was received at the 
Church’s Board cf World Missions in 
Nashville, Tennessee, August 23. The 
letter, written August 18, reported 
that “so far, all is well on our stations, 
and there seems to be an almost unani- 
mous appeal for the return of the mis- 
sionaries.” A chief in the Otetela 
territory wrote to them that he want- 
ed “all the missionaries back!” 


The situation in Luluabourg, capital 
of the Kasai province in the heart of 
the country and in the center of Pres- 
byterian U. S. mission work, was more 
discouraging. Two missionary houses 
had been looted; Congolese Christians 
had been able to protect others just 
outside the city. “Almost all Euro- 
pean houses deserted,” they wrote, 
“many looted, 60 percent or more of 
the stores closed and some looted, 
over half of all the Congolese houses 
destroyed or burned — all this is 
a pretty discouraging picture. There 
is a great concern about food supplies 
as well, since remaining stocks will be 
about exhausted in a couple of weeks. 
The other great problem of the mo- 
ment is the continued Baluba-Lulua 
tribal fighting .. .” 


The group reported that their char- 
tered plane, a Rhodesian Air Service 
Dakota, as it landed at the Luluabourg 
airport was met by United Nations 
soldiers from Tunisia “who wanted to 

know who authorized the flight.” 





Now 
the 
SCHOLARSHIP 
COMPETITION 


for 


PRESBYTERIAN 
COLLEGES 


otters 


$15,000 


Beginning this year the Presbyterian Church, U. S. will award $5,000 
more in competitive scholarships to worthy students. Under the revised 
rules, every winner will be eligible for a scholarship worth up to $500 
each year for as many as four years. The amount of each stipend will be 
based on financial need. All scholarships will be for one year, subject to 
renewal each succeeding year. Scholarships may be used in any of the 
twenty-two colleges related to our Church. 

More young people than ever before are seeking entrance to college. Our 
Church and its related colleges offer this even greater opportunity for its 
young people of proven ability to receive a well-rounded education. 


Are you eligible? 


The Scholarship Competition for Presbyterian Colleges is open to high 
school seniors ranking in the top quarter of their class and members of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. Eligible young people should write at 
once for application forms and necessary information. Completed ap- 
plication forms must be returned not later than December 15, 1960. 
Write: Scholarship Competition, Division of Higher Education, Box 1176, 
Richmond 9, Virginia. 


HIGHER ~ 
em 
KEEP IT BRIGHT 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 

BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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MULTIPURPOSE TOOLS FOR BI- 
BLE STUDY, by F. W. Danker. Con- 
ecordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
Mo., 289 pp. $3.75. 





Professor Danker is on the faculty 
of the Concordia Seminary of the Mis- 
souri Synod Lutherans in the depart- 
ment of New Testament exegetical 
theology. He has recently been named 
a successor to the late William Arndt 
in the editorship of A Greek-English 
Lexicon of the New Testament. He 
describes his aim “in these pages to 
guide the seminarian, pastor, and re- 
search student in the selection of the 
finest and most up-to-date interpretive 
aids available for serious study of the 
Bible.” To achieve his purpose the 
author gives the history of the editions 
of Biblical texts, versions, grammars, 
lexicons, commentaries, and diction- 
aries, with chapters also on Judaica, 
archaeology, and the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
At the same time, the book serves 
as an excellent bibliography of textual 
and reference volumes. In this ca- 
pacity it is a guide to be used in the 
purchase of the best works by students 
and pastors who aspire to be Biblical 
scholars. It is well worth the relative- 
ly small price. 


This book, moreover, is a tool itself, 
not merely a guide to tools. Danker 
never fails to provide helpful hints 
for the most fruitful use of the Bibli- 
eal texts and versions. His book is 
more recent and comprehensive than 
the earlier book of a similar nature 
prepared by the editors of Interpreta- 
tion. Pastors may be disappointed, 
however, if they expect to find herein 
suggestions of commentaries of a more 
devotional, expository, or homiletical 
character. 


—Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Miss. 





THE PASCHAL LITURGY AND 
THE APOCALYPSE. Ecumenical 
Studies in Worship (series), by Massey 


HS Shepherd, Jr., John Knox Press, 


} Richmond, Va., 97 pp. $1.50 each, 
| Four or more volumes, $1.25. 


This book is a study of the oc- 
| currences surrounding the first Easter 
as they appear in later New Testament 
material in the form of liturgies. 


The author finds such paschal lit- 
urgy in the Gospels and Acts and espe- 
cially in the Book of Revelation. He 
traces this liturgy to about 200 A.D. 
using whatever sources are available 
from early Christian history to docu- 
ment his thesis. 


His approach to the New Testament 
writing is not in harmony with the 
traditional view of the New Testa- 
ment. Allowing for many documents, 
editings, deletions, and exaggerations 
within the text itself, he is not hin- 
dered in manipulating the text to suit 
his theory. 


—Rev. Jack B. Scott 
Springfield, Ky. 





THE SECRET SAYINGS OF 
JESUS, by Robert M. Grant and David 
N. Freeman (with an English Transla- 
tion of the Gospel of Thomas by Wil- 
liam R. Schoedel). Doubleday & Com- 
pany, Garden City, N. Y. 206 pp. $3.50. 


Using the words that begin the doc- 
ument, “These are the secret words 
which Jesus the Living spoke and 
which Didymus Judas Thomas wrote” 
(p. 117) as a title, two scholars, one 
in the O.T. field and the other in the 
N.T., have collaborated in producing 
a study of the Gospel of Thomas. This 
is one of the important gnostic docu- 
ments, dating from about the 4th 
century A.D., found at Nag Hamadi, 
Egypt, in 1945. It is a collection of 
114 “sayings” of Jesus. The docu- 
ment “belongs to a collection of 
thirteen volumes of Gnostic papyri” 
(p. 7), and, with the possible excep- 
tion of the Gospel of Truth, is the 
most important. 


What does this Gospel of Thomas 
have to say to us, our times, and the 
Church of today? What is its mean- 
ing and significance? “Thomas is 
especially significant because it is the 
only complete early apocryphal Gos- 
pel which we possess” (p. 39). Most 
important of all is the very able sum- 
mary evaluation which the authors 
give on page 20: 


The Gospel of Thomas is the 
most important document dis- 
covered at Nag Hamadi. Com- 
pared with it, the other books (ex- 
cept perhaps the Gospel of Truth) 
shed little light on early Chris- 
tianity, even though they illumi- 
nate the Gnostic religion, which 
was a rival of Christianity. The 
Gospel of Thomas shows how 
Gnostics understood, or rather, 
misunderstood, Jesus and His 
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Gospel. It shows how they con- 
structed a bridge between their 
own faith and that of the Chris- 
tian Church. It is probably our 
most significant witness to the 
early perversion of Christianity 
by those who wanted to create 
Jesus in their own image. Thus 
it stands, like Lot’s wife, as a new 
but permanently valuable witness 
to men’s desire to make God’s rev- 
elation serve them. Ultimately it 
testifies not to what Jesus said 
but what men wished he had said. 


—George W. Knight, III 
theol. drs. 
Maxton, N. C. 


, 





BOOK BRIEFS 


EFFECTIVE PUBLIC PRAYER, by Robert 
L. Williamson. Broadman Press, Nash- 
ville. 152 pp. $2.95. Suggestions as to 
how to make the worship experiences of a 
congregation more significant through the 
public on oa - the service. The authes- 
among other things, su ts speakier 

prayer to the problems that have. sie im 9 
during the week in the }jf- -* the church 


and of its members. 


FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT, by S. K. 
Dodson. Greenwich publishers, N. Y. 110 
pp. $2.75. An honored and now retired 
minister of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
offers suggestive thoughts on Scriptural 
references to “light” and to “darkness”. 
Mr. Dodson sees a moral and spiritual 
sense in the references and his insights 
suggest a clarification of obscurities at sev- 
eral points in the Bible where problems 
of interpretation occur. 


GOOD 
BOOKS 


FROM 





Publishers’ Remainders 
AT 


Special Prices 
Write today and ask for the 


two-page list of titles in this 
special offering. 


The 
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MINISTERS 


Malcolm A. Bonner, from Leaksville, 
Miss. to the Collins, Miss., church, 


A. Patton White, from Memphis, 
Tenn. to Alexander City, Ala. 


R. McFerran Crowe, Jackson, Miss., 
has accepted a call from the Kendall 
church, Miami, Fla. 


George H. Kirker, Raymond, Miss., 
to the Geneva church, Geneva, Ala. 


Roger F. Greenslade, from Lake 
Charles, ba., to the Bogalusa, La., 
church. 


FE. C. Scott will serve the First 
“Snurch, Montgomery, Ala., as tem- 


porary ply until the arrival of 
Russell Nunan, Nov. 1. 


Wayne Sebesta, from Marietta, 


Okla., to the First Church, Bay 
City, Tex. 


William R. Long, from San Marcos, 
Tex., to Pasadena, Tex. 


O. W. Mueller, from Donna, Tex., 
to Hopewell, N. J. 


Walter J. Magee, from Goshen, N. 
Y., to Florida, N. Y. 


G. Thomas Preer, from Hattiesburg, 


Miss., to Belhaven College, Jackson, 
Miss. 


Day Carper, from Louisville, Ky., 
to Sarasota, .Fla. 

James P. Duncan, from Bridgeton, 
Mo., to Troy, Mo. 

Paul Kapperman, from 
Fla., to Cohutta, Ga. 


John B. Spragens, Dallas, Tex., has 
become Director of Christian Edu- 
cation for Northeast Texas Presby- 
tery. 


Newton W. Todd, from Dallas, Tex., 
to graduate study, Union Seminary, 
a: 

Robert L. Ferguson, from Dallas, 


Tex., to the First Church, Paris, 
Tex. 


McIntosh, 


Samuel R. Fudge, from Monticello, 
Ark., to Chapel Hill, N. C. 

G. Raymond Womeldorf, Jr., from 
Arlington, Va., to Washington, D. C. 
Cecil Culverhouse, Nashville, Tenn.. 
to the First Church, Fulton, Mo., 
eff. Oct. 1. 
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Charles H. Reckard, High Point, N. 
C. has become associate pastor of 
the Harvey Browne church, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

Benjamin F. McAnally, Jr., from 
Watertown, Tenn., to the Immanuel 
church, Grand Prairie, Tex. 


DEATHS 


William Rowan Barron, physician, 
former Moderator of the Synod of 
S. C., died Aug. 12 at his home in 
Columbia, S. C. 





LETTERS 
THAT ‘SOUTHERN’ AGAIN 


Did you omit “Southern” from the 
name of the Journal because you favor 
unity between the U. S. and U.P.U.S.A. 
Churches? . . . Do you endorse the 
Revised Standard Version of the Bi- 
ble? 


—Mrs. H. L. Honeycutt 
Grenada, Miss. 


To the first question, NO! To the 
second, we deplore a number of things 
about the RSV. But we doubt that the 
could detect those 
things except for the flagrant effort 
(Matt. 1:23) to allow doubt about the 
Virgin Birth. 
don’t notice: 


average reader 


One point most people 
that the translation is 
copyrighted and that so universal a 
possession as the Holy Bible may be 
used only by permission with huge 
profits going to its private owners. 
—Fd. 





CAMPS AND CONFERENCES 
REBUTTAL 


The church camp conducted in the 
modern manner (see editorial, Aug. 
24) has meant so much to my 14 year 
old son that I felt I had to defend it. 
The first thing he wanted to tell me 
about was the beautiful candlelight 
communion service that he took part 
in at camp. Then later, he said: “I’m 
going to read about three verses in 
the Bible every day and then think 
about what these verses mean to me. 
I want like anything to be a minister. 
Every time I heard the minister at 
the Vesper service, I felt in my heart 
that God wanted me to be a minister.” 

. I asked him if he had had time 
to read the biography of Livingston 
I had given him and he answered, “No, 
I didn’t have time, but I read all of 
Matthew and Mark and now I am going 
to start reading Luke.” . In this 
modern Pioneer camp his thoughts 
were directed to God in every area 


of his life, and he has come to know 
with joy and assurance the presence 
of Christ in his life strengthening and 
guiding him in all his activites. 
—Virginia 
Our Virginia correspondent is only 
one among several who took pains to 
let us know by mail and even by phone 
that their camp was one that carefully 
combined modern methods with the 
Christian Means of Grace. 
camps we rejoice. Spiritual 
periences may be had, 
around the campfire. They come, as 
we have tried to say, not from the fire 
but from the Means of Grace, the Bi- 
ble, the sacraments and prayer. We 
hope every camp sent the children 
home having read through the Gospels 
of Matthew and Mark.—Ed. 


For such 
ex- 
of course, 





SCRATCH ONE WHIRLING 
DERVISH 


Quick, here’s my $3.00. My Scots 
ancestors would turn over in their 
graves like whirling dervishes should 
I pass up such a bargain as a year’s 
subscription to the Presbyterian Jour- 
nal, the most a man ever got for his 
money, Suh. 


































—N. A. Pratt 
Newport, Tenn. 





MUCH TOO CONSERVATIVE? 


I enjoy reading your publication al- 
though it is much too conservative for 
me. I believe you should be more 
favorable to Drs. Tillich, Niebuhr, 
Barth, Brunner, etc. I fail to under- 
stand the tag “liberal”? which you peo- 
ple are so quick to attach to anyone 
who doesn’t conform to your reaction- 
ary views. You have greatly improved 
over the last few months, though, and 
hope you will continue to make your 
contribution to the Christian con- 
munity and will not let your feelings 
toward these eminent Christians dis- 
color your reporting. 


—W. Vernon Trotter 
Cockeysville, Md. 


We imagine reader Trotter will write 
us again after reading p. 10.—Ed. 





PERSONALS 


Minister wanted: Mature man, mar- 
ried, preferably with wife who plays 
piano. Rural church, 


90 members. 


approximately 
Salary $4,500 per year 
with nice manse. Theological liberals 
need not apply. Contact Van OD. 
White, Route 3, Longview, Texas. 


